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Happy Old Year everyone! 
New Year’s Day is traditionally the day for look-
ing ahead to new possibilities, and summoning up 
all our resolve to commit to a New Year’s resolu-
tion – for a brief spell! 

But what about the old year? Perhaps there were 
some special times to be thankful about, but we 
can’t bring them back, so mostly we see it as 
something to be tidied away in the photo album. 
There may also have been disappointments, failures – things we wish 
could have been different – but it’s the past now, so it can’t be helped. 
Those things are best forgotten. It’s the nature of things that they slip 
away year by year. 

But…. We Christians see things differently!  

The joys of the past year are “Kingdom moments”, they are moments 
when the unseen reality of inexpressible joy, which God has prepared 
for us, breaks into this mortal life of time and decay. So those moments 
haven’t passed – they’re the future that awaits us. 

And as for the bad things? Well, they are not forgotten, they are forgiv-
en – which is an entirely different thing. God does not brush our fail-
ures and sins under the carpet, mumbling “Let’s not think about that 
stuff.”  Quite the opposite, he brings them all out into the light (which 
usually makes us wriggle and squirm). It’s a bit like Peter meeting the 
risen Jesus on the lake shore – “Peter, do you love me?” Then he looks 
us full in the face and says “Your sins, many as they are, are forgiven!”  

And then something miraculous happens. Our sins and failings are 
transformed. They shine with the love that God has poured into them, 
they become something to celebrate and rejoice in – because they now 
speak of love. 

God is a master at turning the worst into the best – dirty manger, crown 
of thorns, the cross, Jesus’ wounded hands. These have all now become 
glorious. They have a place forever in the kingdom of love. 

And so, staggering though it seems, do my many sins, redeemed by 
love. 

So, Happy Old Year to you – and happy New too! 

Rod 
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We three kings? 
They’re there in most Nativity plays, resplendent in regal gowns and 
cardboard crowns, carrying their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  

Actually, the Church celebrates the coming of these exotic people to 
the stable at Bethlehem not at Christmas but now, in January, in a sea-
son called ‘Epiphany’.  

The word means ‘revealing’, and it reminds us that the Saviour was a 
gift to the whole world – even Gentiles from ‘the East’ were welcome 
at His coming. The story of the Wise Men, as we usually call them (but 
more accurately the Magi), is a ‘revealing’ – the ‘new king’ was to be 
the Saviour of the world, ‘good news for all people’, as the angels pro-
claimed to the shepherds. 

The name ‘Magi’ should alert us to their true role. They were ‘wise’ in 
the sense that they knew and studied the stars, but their primary trade 
was fortune-telling. ‘Magi’ is the root of our word ‘magic’, and people 
like them held the ancient world in thrall to their predictions. In the 
Greek and Roman world of the time no major decision would be made 
without their sanction. Think of Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar and the 
superstitious fear that dominated people’s lives.  

Yet when these powerful representatives of the world of magic, portent 
and fear came to the stable, they prostrated themselves before the in-
fant Jesus, as they gave Him their gifts. Thus, as the first Christians 
saw it, the old world of fear and superstition gave way to the new 
world of love, grace and faith. That was the ‘revealing’ that we cele-
brate in Epiphany – not some elderly men bringing gifts to a baby, but 
a baby bringing to the world the greatest gift of all, a Saviour. 
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A VERY BIG THANK YOU 
To everyone who contributed  

to the Christmas Shoe Boxes this year. 

St Andrew’s Church contributed 
£120 cash 

12 generous bags of “top ups” 
35 complete boxes 

Our Wiltshire region contributed 
over 2,500 boxes which will be received with big smiles 

in Rumania, Liberia and Syria. 

Vicki Bray 
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Canon David Winter: 

The Way I See It :   

Everything New? 
I have now reached the point in life when the mere 
sight of the adjective ‘new’ attached to anything 
causes mild panic. My favourite tomato soup 

comes in a new-fangled can, and I know I won’t be able to open it. My 
internet provider insists on burdening me with an ‘update’ - a ‘new’ 
approach to computing.  I’m thrown into blind panic, until I see that I 
can click on ‘decline’ which I always do. 2016 had more than enough 
that was ‘new’ – Brexit, a new Prime Minister, and a new President-
elect of the USA. Is there a pause button somewhere? 

So how do I approach the New Year? Well, it’s a nuisance to have to 
change my computer letter-head, and I know in mid-February I shall 
absent-mindedly revert to typing ‘2016’ everywhere, but on the whole 
it’s a bit of a non-event. So what? Some numbers have changed. Noth-
ing significant is different. What the people baptising themselves in 
the Trafalgar Square fountains are celebrating eludes me. Peace in the 
Middle East? An end to poverty, homelessness and loneliness? The 
coming of an age of justice, love and compassion? It might take a bit 
more than a change in a single digit on the calendar to bring those 
about. 

What I suppose New Year does spark, in a low-key kind of way, is 
hope. Really, that should be celebrated at Advent, when the great 
theme is the ‘Christian Hope’ of a new kingdom of justice and love. 
Or at Easter, when the Spring’s new colours are matched by our songs 
of resurrection and new life. In ordinary English usage, ‘hope’ can im-
ply doubt – ‘I hope so’. But in the language of faith, hope is something 
clear and promised.  Human hopes can be dashed. Hope in an un-
changing God is another matter altogether. 

What we look for does not come to pass. God finds a way for what none fore-
saw.   

Euripodes  Alcestis 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and he delights in his way.   

Psalm 37:23 
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Sunday Club Diary 
  15th January 
29th January 

Andy’s @ 4  
Come and join us for our monthly  

informal service for all the family 
January 15th 

at St Andrews church, Chippenham 

Stories - songs- prayers - refreshments 
For more information phone  

01249 651565 

St PAUL 
St Paul’s day is the 25

th
 January 

and we remember him because he 
was one of the Church’s greatest 
teachers. Called Saul by his par-
ents, he was brought up a Pharisee 
and became a tent-maker. He was 
completely against the early Chris-
tians and was there when Stephen, 
the first Christian martyr was 
stoned to death. He searched out 
many Christians and handed them 
over the prison and death.  
So why did he change? Like many 
people since, although few so dra-
matically, Saul changed because 
Jesus came into his life. You can 
read all about it in Acts, chapter 9. 
Everything changed for Saul but he 
had a hard time persuading people 
that it wasn’t a trick. Even his name 
changed, and as Paul he travelled 
teaching and founding churches. 
To encourage these growing com-
munities he wrote the 13 letters (or 
Epistles) we can still read today. 
These letters are the earliest parts 
of the New Testament to be written, 
some only 20 years after Jesus. 

What do you call a 
camel that’s got 
three humps? 

Humphrey.  

Who rides a camel 
and carries a lamp? 
Florence of Arabia.  

P.S. 

These names have all the letters S 
and P missing. Can you fit in the 

missing letters to make the names 
of some people or places in the  

Bible? 

1. MO - E -   led the Israelites out of 
Egypt. 

2. E - THER was a queen and a 
book of the Old Testament is 
named for her. 

3. Paul was imprisoned in the town 
of  - HILLI - - I. 

4. Paul’s friend - RI - CILLA was 
the wife of Aquila.  

Answers on Page 19 
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Across 

1  Protective covering recommended to 
the Ephesians (Ephesians 6:11) (6) 
4  The number of apostles (Matthew 10:2) 
(6)  
8  Tenth-century Bishop of Augsberg for 
48 years, who became the first saint to be 
canonized by a pope (5)  
9  ‘Do not — what is evil but what is 
good’ (3 John 11) (7)  
10 Reading desk in a church (7)  
11 ‘He looked up and said, “I see people; 
they look like — walking around”’ (Mark 
8:24) (5)  
12 One of the qualities that Paul exhorted 
Timothy to pursue (1 Timothy 6:11) (9) 
17 One of the meaningless pleasures ac-
quired by the Teacher (Ecclesiastes 2:8) 
(5) 
19 ‘Like — babies, crave pure spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation’ (1 Peter 2:2) (7) 
21 Jesus said that Moses allowed this 
only because men’s hearts were hard 
(Matthew 19:8) (7) 
22 Girl’s name (5)  
23 Most sagacious (Judges 5:29) (6)  

24 How Stephen, the first Christian 
martyr, died: after being — (Acts 
7:59) (6) 

Down 
1  A Jew whom Paul met in Corinth, 
whose wife was Priscilla (Acts 18:2) 
(6) 
2  For example, turning water into 
wine, feeding the five thousand, walk-
ing on water (John 7:21) (7) 
3  Abram’s relationship to Lot 
(Genesis 14:12) (5)  
5  ‘Jesus answered, “It is —: ‘Man 
does not live by bread 
alone.’”’ (Matthew 4:4) (7)  
6  ‘Peace I — with you; my peace I 
give you’ (John 14:27) (5)  
7  ‘May the Lord deal with me, be it 

— — severely, if anything but death sep-
arates you and me’ (Ruth 1:17) (4,2)  
9  Lack of knowledge (Acts 17:30) (9)  
13 This woman ‘followed Paul and be-
lieved’ after his words to the Areopagus 
in Athens (Acts 17:34) (7)  
14 Or noise (anag.) (7)  
15 ‘Even though I walk through the val-
ley of the — of death, I will fear no 
evil’ (Psalm 23:4) (6)  
16 ‘ — Christian soldiers, marching as to 
war’ (6)  
18 Saver (anag.) (5)  
20 ‘Unless a grain of — falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains only a single 
seed’ (John 12:24) (5) 

Answers on Page 19 

January Crossword 

St. Andrew’s 

Coffee Shop 
Wednesday Mornings  

from 9.30 a.m. in Church 

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment 
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St Andrew’s 100 Club 
 

The winning numbers in December 

were 56 (£100) 38 (£25) 46 (£10)  

The next draw will be on  

Wednesday 4th January 2017 

St Andrew’s Coffee Shop 

Margaret Harrison (01249 652148) 

Forthcoming Events 

Thursday 5th January 2.30 pm 

Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church 

‘Sharing Together’ 

An opportunity to share memories 
together at the start of a new year. 

Please bring along an Anecdote 
from the past, plus any memorabilia 

or photos. 

Thursday 2nd February 2.30 pm 

Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church 

AGM followed by  

‘My Holiday in Costa Rica’ 

A talk by Rod Key 

Bible Trivia Quiz Answers 

1. Cain 2. Temple of Dagon 3.Three 
4. Lazarus 5. Mount Ararat 6. Nebu-
chadnezzar II 7. Reuben 8. Balaam 
9. Leviticus 10. Jacob 11.Decalogue 
12. Elijah 12. Belshazzar 14. Psalms 
15. John the Baptist 16. Methuselah 
17. 27 18. Jacob 19. Aaron 2 Turning 
water into blood 

New Year 
(Psalm 139) 

 

A new year!  

We look back to the old,  

to the leaving, gladly or sadly. 

We look ahead to the un-

known, 

to days which might bring 

love, or loss. 

In our own strength, with our 

own wisdom 

this is a scary place. 

But our God is already there - 

ahead and behind. 

He created us. 

He knows all our days. 

So we need not be afraid. 

In Him we are secure 

for this new year and forever. 

He will be with us 

if we trust, 

lift up our eyes 

and walk on. 

And, with His help, we can. 

Daphne Kitching  
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Rabbis and 
priests: 

In Good Faith 
‘In Good Faith’, a new 
Christian-Jewish dia-
logue project, has recent-
ly been launched at 
Lambeth Palace. This is 

a joint initiative of the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Chief Rabbi 
of the United Hebrew Congregations, Ephraim Mirvis.  

Modelled on their own well rooted friendship, this partnership pro-
gramme will ensure Priests and Rabbis based in close geographical 
proximity will be encouraged to explore mutual concerns and opportu-
nities for shared action together, initially for the next year.  

The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby and the Chief Rabbi 
Ephraim Mirvis explained their vision and hope for the programme and 
its place within their respective understandings of the role of faith in 
society.  

Archbishop Justin said: “It is in the everyday conversations, the grass-
roots initiatives and the building of local bridges between Christians 
and Jews, our synagogues and churches, that we will see real change 
and the hope for a divided world and nation….. I am so grateful to you 
for signalling hope when the temptation is to succumb to world-weary 
cynicism, pessimism, defeatism and even despair.”  

Some Weather Jokes  

Q. Have you heard about the avalanche warning?  
A. It says avalanches are snow place to be.  
 
Q. Why did she break up with the meteorologist?  
A. It was a stormy relationship from the start.  
 
Q. What did you think about your date with the snowman?  
A. Chilly personality; really an absolute zero.  
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Bible Trivia Quiz 
1. Who committed the first murder in the bible? 

2. Which temple is destroyed by Samson as his last act is to bring 
down two pillars which collapsed the temple? 

3. How many days does Jonah spend in the stomach of a large 
whale-like fish? 

4. In the gospel of John, who does Jesus restore to life four days 
after his death? 

5. Which mountain is the traditional resting place of Noah’s Ark? 

6. Which king is credited with the construction of the Hanging  
Garden’s of Babylon? 

7. Which of Joseph’s half brothers persuades the others not to kill 
him? 

8. Towards the end of the Book of Numbers who is spoken to by 
his donkey? 

9. Name the third book of the Old Testament?. 

10. Name the son of Isaac and Rebecca, and the younger twin broth-
er of Esau? 

11. The Ten Commandments are also well known by what other 
name? 

12. Which prophet was lifted up in a whirlwind in a chariot of fire 
and horses? 

13. In the Book of Daniel, who holds a grest feast at which a hand is 
seen to write on a wall? 

14. What is the longest book of the Bible? 

15. Who exclaimed ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world? 

16. Which Hebrew Prophet lived to be 969 years of age? 

17. How many books are there in the New Testament? 

18. In the Book of Genesis which Israelite patriarch used a stone for 
a pillow? 

19. Who was the older brother of Moses? 

20. What was the first Plague of Egypt? 

Answers on Page 11 
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      From the Registers  

 Baptism 

20th November Isaac Wiltshire 

‘Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed you 

Romans 15.7 

Holy Matrimony 

19th November Gregory McKay and Jennifer Mincham 

‘God is love, and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them’ 

1 John 4.16 

Christian Burial and Cremation 

18th November Mark Anthony Wells 

‘I am the resurrection and the life’ 

St. John 11.25 

1
st
 January:  The naming of Jesus 

It is Matthew and Luke who tell the story of how the angel instructed 
that Mary’s baby was to be named Jesus - a common name meaning 
‘saviour’.  The Church recalls the naming of Jesus on 1st January - eight 
days after 25th December (by the Jewish way of reckoning days).  For 
in Jewish tradition, the male babies were circumcised and named on 
their eighth day of life. 

For early Christians, the name of Jesus held a special significance.  In 
Jewish tradition, names expressed aspects of personality. Jesus’ name 
permeated his ministry, and it does so today:  we are baptised in the 
name of Jesus (Acts 2:38), we are justified through the name of Jesus 
(1 Cor 6:11); and God the Father has given Jesus a name above all oth-
ers (Phil 2:9).  All Christian prayer is through ‘Jesus Christ our Lord’, 
and it is ‘at the name of Jesus’ that one day every knee shall bow. 

Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God. 
Corrie ten Boom 

Endurance and perseverance are qualities we would all like to possess, 
but we are loath to go through the process that produces them.  

Jerry Bridges 
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Diary for January 

Sunday 1 Naming of Jesus 

  10.00 am  All Age Eucharist St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 3 1.30 pm Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church 

Thursday 5 2.30 pm MU meeting, Lady Chapel, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 8 Epiphany 

  8.00 am  Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church  

  10.00 am Family Worship, St. Andrew’s Church  

  11.15 am Holy Communion 

  4.00 pm  Andy’s @ 4, St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 10 1.30 pm Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 15 Baptism of Christ 

  8.00 am  Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church  

  10.00 am Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

  6.30 pm Sung Evensong, St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 17 1.30 pm Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 22 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

  8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church 

  10.00 am All Age Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church 

Tuesday 24 1.30 pm Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church 

Sunday 29 Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

  8.00 am    Said Eucharist, traditional language, St. Andrew’s Church  

  10.00 am Parish Eucharist, St. Andrew’s Church  

Tuesday 31 1.30 pm Andy’s Tots, St. Andrew’s Church 

New Years Eve: Prayer for the Elderly 

God, grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked anyway, 

The good fortune to run into the ones that I do,  

And the eyesight to tell the difference.  
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Ideas for using up Christmas Leftovers 

Fruity Turkey Tagine 

Ingredients 
1 tbs olive oil 
1 red onion thickly sliced 
3 carrots thickly sliced on the diagonal 
3 parsnips thickly sliced on the diagonal 
2 garlic cloves crushed 
2 tsp Ras el Hanout 
500ml turkey or chicken stock 
400g can chopped tomatoes 
400g chick peas drained and rinsed 
140g mixture of dried apricots and 
prunes roughly chopped 
300g leftover turkey cut into chunks 
Good drizzle of clear honey 
1/2 small bunch coriander roughly chopped 
1 tbs flaked almonds 
Cous cous to serve 
Greek yoghurt to serve 

Method 

1. Heat the oil in a large saucepan. Add the onion and cook gently 
for 8 minutes or until softened. Add the carrots and parsnips and 
cook for 8 minutes until starting to soften and brown a little. 
Stir in the garlic and Ras el Hanout, and cook for a further 30 
secs. Tip in the stock, tomatoes, chick peas, dried fruit and 
150ml of water. Season, bring to a simmer and cook for 25-30 
minutes until the vegetables are tender. 

2. Add the turkey and simmer for 5 minutes to warm through. Stir 
in the honey, then scatter over the coriander and almonds just 
before serving with cous cous and Greek yoghurt. 

Source: BBC Food magazine 
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Christmas Cake Souffles 

Ingredients 
butter for greasing 
1 tbs golden caster sugar plus extra 
for dusting 
4 medium egg whites 
150ml ready made custard 
85g fruit cake, Christmas cake or 
pudding finely crumbled 
caramel sauce to serve 

Method 

1. Heat oven to 180C /160C Fan/ Gas 4 and put in a bak-
ing tray to heat up. Grease 4 x 150ml ramekins then 
add some sugar to each and shake to coat before tipping 
out the excess. 

2. Whisk egg whites until stiff peaks form then add the 
sugar and continue whisking until stiff again. In a big 
mixing bowl stir together custard and crumbled cake. 
Stir in a 1/4 of the egg whites, and very gently fold in 
the rest using a big metal spoon until the mixture isn't 
too streaky. 

3. Divide the mixture between the ramekins running your 
finger around the top inside of each to leave a gap be-
tween the mixture and the ramekin just at the very top. 
Bake for 12-15 minutes until risen and golden. Mean-
while warm the caramel sauce. 

4. Serve the hot souffles immediately, with jugs of warm 
caramel sauce for people to pour into theirs.  

Source: BBC Food magazine 
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A Letter from Uncle Eustace 

On the perils of the Crib Service 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren, 

I was pleased to hear that you enjoyed your first Christmas in your parish, although a 
little disappointed that you replaced the ‘boring’ Crib Service with a ‘more exciting’ 
alternative. I have yet to understand the theology - or even point - of your 
‘Bananarama’ celebration. I’m sure your bishop would be interested to hear of its 
biblical authority. 

Having said that, our own Crib Service proved to be a little unorthodox, and far from 
boring. Choosing the cast from the Sunday school is always a delicate process. One 
of the youngsters who wanted to be Joseph was only given the part of the innkeeper. 
He seemed to accept the disappointment with good grace, but had clearly made his 
plans. 

On the evening of the performance, Joseph knocked on the innkeeper’s door and 
asked if there was any room. This was our innkeeper’s great opportunity. He threw 
open the door and told Joseph and Mary that there was plenty of room and they were 
both welcome. The cast and audience froze, while the teacher responsible contem-
plated early retirement.  

But Joseph hadn’t got the star part for nothing. He pretended to look round inside and 
then turned to Mary and said, “Nah, it’s too crowded in there; we’ll use the stable 
round the back.” And so the nativity was rescued by one nine year-old. There’s epis-
copal material in that boy. 

Christmas would not be the same without carol singing round the village. There is the 
annual dilemma of deciding just the right moment to go and sing in the pub. Too ear-
ly, and the customers aren’t sufficiently maudlin to give generously; too late and they 
drown out the choir with their own variations of ‘Silent Night’. We are offered 
mulled wine at most of the houses we visit. Mr Prentice’s solo as Balthazar became 
ever more operatic with his “sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,” as the evening 
progressed.  By the time of our last call his delivery of ‘bleeding, dying’  was so har-
rowing that Mrs Brody, the village librarian, went pale. 

And so to the climax of it all, with the midnight Service.  We had a full church lit 
only by candles, which ruin many a good coat every year. However, Mr Onion’s de-
cision to put up his umbrella as he stood under the great nave candelabra on his way 
to receive Communion was regarded as being a little de trop by most of us.  

But a New Year is now upon us; after the joys of Christmas, Lent comes hard on its 
heels. Precisely my philosophy: every silver lining contains a cloud.  

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
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Magazine Price Rise 
Unfortunately we have had to increase the price of the 
magazine from January 2017 to 75p per issue (£9 per 
year). 
We have managed to keep the price stable for the past 6 
years despite significant increases in print costs and de-
clining advertising revenue. 
Having some new regular advertisers would really help to 
keep the price stable in the future. If any of you know any 
small businesses who would be interested or if you would 
be willing to help me with contacting potential advertis-
ers  please get in touch. I would love some help! 

Jenny  

New Year’s Eve Party—Phantom Guest? 

Trevor's New Year's Eve party was an annual occurrence with numer-
ous guests arriving.  During the evening, a man knocked on the door, 
was greeted heartily although no one knew who he was, and was led to 
where the drinks were, in the kitchen.  

He sat there happily, chatting away, for a couple of hours before a 
strange light dawned on his face. 'You know,' he confided to Trevor, 'I 
wasn't even invited to this party.  I just came over to tell you that some 
of your guests' cars are blocking my drive.'  He continued, 'My wife's 
been sitting out in the car waiting for me to get them moved, so that we 
can go out.'  
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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE BOARD 

TRAIDCRAFT NEWS 

I can think of no better way to greet January 2017 than to pass on a 
few New Year wishes from some of our Traidcraft producers. 

From Saffy in the Philippines: 

Allow us to take this opportunity to thank you for promoting 
our products. Indeed, your endless support inspires and en-
ergises all of us, especially the artisans who put not only 
hours and skills but also heart and soul into producing the 
beautiful craft gifts. Your Fairtrade advocacy is truly for us 
a concrete manifestation of God’s love in the person of Je-
sus, the Emmanuel, God-with-us. It is our fervent prayer 
and hope that God may continue to bless you with excellent 
health, robust prosperity, profound joy and lasting peace! 

From Tara Projects in India: 

We are fortunate to be part of Traidcraft to connect us with 
a cause to work collectively in solidarity, to have a better 
life for our artisans. We are highly thankful to all the sup-
porters for their selfless service and commitment to human-
ity, helping the producers by buying their products. Dear 
friends, it means a lot to us. Your support has given us the 
valuable opportunity to earn a fair livelihood with respect 
and dignity. 

From HLHCS, Bethlehem, Palestine: 

The Star of Bethlehem is a star of hope and peace. Peace has 
to be the gift for Bethlehem, the place where Jesus was born, 
and for all over the world. God gave us this beautiful world 
to flourish love instead of hate. When churches ring their 
bells we pray for peace. Let’s work for justice. Hope comes 
through works of justice. Amen. 

Amen to that indeed! 

 May the Star of Bethlehem guide us into 2017, illuminating our path 
through any darkness, through each and every desert; may it lead us 
to that beautiful place of humility where we can kneel and worship, 
paying homage, offering up our lives in love and service. 
Happy New Year! God bless! 

Debbie Warren 
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BOOK CORNER 
Let There Be Science – why 

God loves science, and    

science needs God 

By Tom McLeish and David Hutchings, 

Lion  £8.99 

Why is it that science has consistently thrived 
wherever the Christian faith can be found? Why is 
it that so many great scientists – past and present – 

attribute their motivation and their discoveries, at least partially, to their 
Christian beliefs? Why are the age-old writings of the Bible so full of 
questions about natural phenomena?  

And, perhaps most importantly of all, why is all this virtually unknown 
to the general public? Too often, it would seem, science has been pre-
sented to the outside world as a robotic, detached, unemotional enter-
prise. Too often, Christianity is dismissed as being an ancient supersti-
tion.  

In reality, neither is the case. Science is a deeply human activity, and 
Christianity is deeply reasonable. Perhaps this is why, from ancient 
times right up to today, many individuals have been profoundly com-
mitted to both – and have helped us to understand more and more about 
the extraordinary world that we live in.  

Becoming Reverend 

By Matt Woodcock,  

CUP, £9.99 
Meet Woody. Former journalist. Die-hard Oasis 
fan. High energy. Low sperm count. Training to be 
a vicar. Obviously. 
Matt Woodcock's frank, funny real-life diaries re-
veal what it was like for him to train as a vicar 
while struggling against all odds to become a fa-
ther. In them he lays bare his joys and struggles as 

he attempts to reconcile his calling as a vicar with his life as a party-
loving journalist, footy-freak and incorrigible extrovert. 
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Bishop’s Letter 
A Kingdom where no-one 

should be forgotten 

“A house divided against itself cannot stand.” 
These were words which came to mind as I 
woke up to the news that we had voted to leave 
the EU on Thursday 23 June 2016. 

Spoken by Jesus in a very different situation and context they resonat-
ed deeply with where so many countries find themselves in our time. 
The divisions that are being revealed in the USA and the UK are con-
siderably less destructive than those we witness in Syria and Iraq, but 
they are nevertheless dangerous. 

Speaking about the societal tensions in America, Bishop TD Jakes said 
that his country was being forced into a conversation which should 
have been had years ago. People had not been included in his nation’s 
strategy for success; the American Dream was turning into a nightmare 
and it was not just about issues of colour. He spoke of pain being a gift 
to draw attention to a problem we had not noticed and anarchy erupting 
when someone in power forgot somebody who wasn’t. 

The pain which the US has been experiencing has been manifested in 
civil disturbances across different States, and in the nomination of 
Donald Trump as the Republican presidential candidate. The latter an 
unthinkable proposition 12 months ago. The issue which Bishop Jakes 
identified was inequality of opportunity and its parent or sibling, eco-
nomic inequality. 

Of developed nations, the gap between the richest 20% and the poorest 
20% in society is greatest in the USA. In a seminal study published in 
2011 entitled The Spirit Level, Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett 
found a clear and worrying association between the degree of econom-
ic inequality and the prevalence of a wide range of social and health 
related issues: rates of divorce, mental illness, alcohol and drug addic-
tion, life expectancy, and crime to name some. These issues may im-
pact the poorest most but the reality is that they impact the most afflu-
ent as well as the least. 

The worrying news for ourselves is that the UK was the third most un-
equal developed nation in that study. We now have levels of inequality 
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of wealth not experienced for 100 years and the gap has widened over 
the last four decades. Paradoxically, the bad news that inequality af-
fects everyone – rich and poor – is a blessing in disguise as it can bring 
us together to address it. The causes of inequality are deep and com-
plex but this does not mean we are impotent to act. 

An influential atheist friend of mine is convinced that churches have a 
key role to play and describes the Church of England as the conscience 
of the nation. Becoming more alive to the increasing signs of ‘dis-ease’ 
related to inequality and drawing attention to them is one simple action, 
for example by listening to Richard Wilkinson speak about his research 
on YouTube or reading The Spirit Level. Brexit and the US elections 
have surfaced deep divisions for which there will be no quick fix. 

In this climate, signs of God’s Kingdom and witness to our King may 
find greater traction. This is not about adding more to our agendas, but 
how we might put flesh locally on our Diocesan vision of Creating 
Connections and better embody a way in which nobody is ignored or 
forgotten. 

Lee, November 2016 

New Year Prayer 2017 
Lord of the Years,  

At the start of this New Year we 
ask for your presence, protection 
and guidance for every minute of 
every day of every month ahead. 

Thank you that we do not go into 
this New Year alone. Thank you 
for loving us so much that you 
gave us Jesus to lead us to you. 

May we commit ourselves afresh 
to serve you, to love you and to 
share your love with those who 
don’t yet know you. 

May we make a difference for 
your Kingdom in 2017. 

In Jesus name. 

Amen  
Daphne Kitching 

Overheard on the 
Wise Men’s journey to 

Bethlehem 

 The camel is definitely the 
ship of the desert. I know it 
because I’m getting seasick. 

 Why should I always have to 
be in the rear?  It's somebody 
else's turn to get sand in his 
face. 

 At least this gold has doubled 
in price since we set out from 
home.... 

 Man, I'm starting to get a rush 
from this frankincense!  

 They call us wise men – for 
following a star.  But I notice 
they are all using satnav in-
stead.  
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Traditional upholstery done 
to raise roof funds.  

I use traditional materials - webbing, 
hessian, scrim, horse hair and calico. 
Tacks not staples! I am prepared to 
supply all except the top cover fabric.  

For charges please contact me. 
  

Angela Sammes (654608)  

St. Andrew’s 

Coffee Shop 

Wednesday Mornings  

from 9.30 a.m. in Church 

Talk, Friendship, Refreshment 

New Year, New Life 
The month of January is named after the Roman god Janus, who is 
depicted with two faces. We may look back to the old year with sad-
ness or regret, but how can we make a fresh start at the beginning of 
2016? The apostle Paul writes ‘But one thing I do: forgetting what is 
behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenwards in 
Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 3:13,14). 

Firstly, if you want a new start, you need to forget the things which 
are behind. Paul pictures himself as an athlete running for Christ, yet 
not looking back. He refused to allow his past sins and failures to de-
fine who he was. By God’s grace, he no longer saw himself that way. 
The same can be true of ourselves, as we confess our sins and receive 
God’s forgiveness and new life.  

Secondly, we need to focus on the things that lie ahead. The athlete is 
entirely focused on winning the race and gaining the prize. Like Paul, 
we have to be single-minded in making Jesus the focus of everything 
we do. How can we go deeper in our prayer life and Bible reading this 
year? What will it mean to better serve Christ in our workplace and 
career, or family and children? 

Paul looked forward to the day when he would stand before God, and 
God will say, ‘well done, good and faithful servant’. In light of all that 
Jesus had done for him, Paul wanted to give his very best to Jesus. As 
we stand at the beginning of this New Year, let’s ask ourselves, ‘What 
can I do this year that will help me bring glory and honour to God?’ 
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St Nicholas’ 
ChurchTytherton Lucas 

Service Times at St Nicholas’ 
 

   Care of the Church 

      1st  Jan  No Service 

8th   Jan  8.30 am Holy Communion Rev. Jim Scott Sheila  Laurence 

15th  Jan 10.00 am Matins Margaret Gubbins  Sheila  Laurence 

22nd Jan 8.30 am Holy Communion Rev. Rod Key  Petrina Drewitt 

29th Jan 3.00 pm Evensong Rev. Rod Key  Petrina Drewitt   

New Year’s Eve Resolutions 

 A man asks his friend for a cigarette. His friend says,’I think 
you made a New Year Resolution to quit smoking.’ The man 
says, ‘I am in the process of quitting. Right now, I am in the 
middle of phase one.’ ‘What’s phase one?’ ‘I’ve quit buying.’ 

 I was going to quit all my bad habits for the new year, but 
then I remembered that nobody likes a quitter. 

 A NewYear’s resolution is something that goes in one year 
and out the other. 

 New Year’s Eve forecast: Mostly drunk with slight chance of 
passing out. 

 May all your troubles last as long as your New Year resolu-
tions. 

 My new year resolution is to be more optimistic by keeping 
my cup half-full with either rum,vodka or whiskey. 

 Each year I make a resolution to change myself……..this year 
making a resolution to be myself! 
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Who’s Who 

Parish Priest  Rod Key 652788 
   St Andrew’s Vicarage 
   54a St Mary’s Street, SN15 3JW 
   keychippenham@gmail.com 

Lay Minister:  Eryl Spencer  651565 
Lay Minister: Margaret Gubbins 248757 

Churchwarden: Brian Elliott 463230 
 

Director of Music:   
                                              
 

Head Server: Michael Sammes 654608 

 

Sacristan: John Le Grange 249256 

at St Nicholas’ Elizabeth Sexton  660235 

 

PCC Secretary: Becky Harding 656440 
 harding_rebecca@sky.com 
 at St Nicholas’ Sheila Laurence 740687 

 

PCC Treasurer: Chris Norris 444541 
 chris_norris51@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Assistant Treasurer: Norman Fox 661236 
   

 at St Nicholas’ Mike Holtham 740657   
 

Weekly Notice Sheet: Ros Harford 812190 
  Items to be with Ros by Wednesday evening 

 

Care Group Co-ordinator: Eryl Spencer 651565 
 

Gift Aid Officer: Wendy Reeves 650622 
Giving Officer  Ros Harford                                                      812190  
Data Protection Officer: Graham Gee                                         07882 705237   
Electoral Roll Officer: Ros Harford 812190 
Health & Safety Officer: George Silk 462249 
   
   
 

Sunday Club: Liz Bennett 652856 
 
PCC Sub-Committees 
 

Fabric Committee: George Silk 462249 
Social Events:  Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Social Responsibility: Dick Spencer 651565 
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Youth and Children: Eryl Spencer 651565  
Bell-ringers: Bob Mustow 443019 
Prayer Circle: Eryl Spencer 651565  

Mothers’ Union: Margaret Gubbins  248757 
 

Friends of St Andrew’s: Eileen Yates 443952 
100 club: Margaret Harrison 652148 
 

Traidcraft: Debbie Warren 
  debbie@cdjm.co.uk  
Flower Arrangers: Dorryta Hayward 653322 
Church Watch: Beryl Fox 653394 
 A rota of volunteers who keep the Church open and welcome visitors 
 

Coffee Shop  
 Co-ordinator: Liz Fox 661236 
 

Magazine Editor: Jenny Norris 444541 
  magazine@standrewschippenham.org.uk  
Magazine Distribution: Sue Haslop 323765 
Web Master Adam Lloyd 
  adamlloyd@standrewschippenham.org.uk 
 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS (contacts above) 
Sunday Club  Teaching/activities for Primary School children in the Hall, Sundays 9.50 am 

Choir Practice  Friday, 7.15 pm 

Bell ringing   Practice night: Wednesday evenings in the Tower 

Mothers’ Union  First Thursday in month, 2.30 pm in St. Andrew’s Lady Chapel 

Coffee Shop  Wednesdays 9.30 am—12.00 noon in St Andrew’s Church 

Christian Meditation  

Group Thursdays 7.30 pm at 2 Baydon’s Lane 

 Contact Michael Sammes   654608 

The Church Office  
Market Place, SN15 3HT 

 
Tel: (01249) 655947 

with out of hours answering machine 
 

For general enquiries e-mail: 
office@standrewschippenham.org.uk  

   

 

Mondays, 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
 to make arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriage, reading of 
Banns, etc. 

              office@standrewschippenham.org.uk 
 
Tuesdays, 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. 
 to book the Hall and church  
 (for concerts and events etc.) 
         contact@standrewschippenham.org.uk  

mailto:contact@standrewschippenham.org.uk


Church Services 
 

at St Andrew’s Parish Church 
 

Sundays  

                 8.00 am Said Eucharist, traditional language 
  

                10.00 am 1
st
 Sunday   Family Worship ( followed by 

                                          a shortened Eucharist in the chancel at 11.15) 
  2nd Sunday  Parish Eucharist 
  3

rd
 Sunday   All Age Eucharist 

  4
th
 & 5

th
 Sundays  Parish Eucharist  

  (Sunday Club - see Andy’s & Nic’s page)  
  

                  4.00 pm Andys@4 (A Service for All the Family, 
followed by refreshments - 2

nd
 Sunday)  

           
 6.30 pm Sung Evensong, Ministry of Healing and Celtic 

Service 
                                        (3rd

 Sunday of the month, in 3 month rotaion - 
see diary page) 

 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday                                    

  8.30 am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 

  8.00 am   Morning Prayer 

Thursday 

  8.30 am  Holy Eucharist 
 
 

at St Nicholas’ Church, Tytherton Lucas 
 

Sundays  

  8.30 am Holy Communion (2
nd 

& 4
th 

Sundays) 
  10.00 am Morning Service (1st 

Sundays) 
  10.00 am Matins (3

rd 
Sundays) 

  3.00 pm Evensong (5
th
 Sunday – Winter months) 

  6.30 pm Evensong (5
th
 Sunday – Summer months) 
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